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                          Bicentennial of the United States Military Academy











  Olympia, Washington. February 1, 2002 





	Today the West Point Society of Puget Sound became the first Society in the Nation to obtain a Bicentennial Proclamation signed by their Governor. Just before Noon in an office ceremony Governor Gary Locke signed an Executive Proclamation to kick off Bicentennial activities throughout Washington State. The Washington Legislature earlier in the day also passed a Joint Memorial Resolution to honor the 200th Anniversary of the United States Military Academy and to recognize West Point and its Graduates as they move forward into the Academy’s Third Century of service to the Nation. They were one of the first state legislatures in America to salute West Point with a formal resolution. 


	Twenty-five Graduates and parents of Cadets attended the Governor’s signing ceremony in the State Capitol. This delegation represented the more than eleven hundred graduates and Cadets who are residents of the State.  Lieutenant General Howard Stone Class of 1955, a long time resident of Olympia, was Chief of the West Point Delegation and presented the Governor a Special West Point Bicentennial Coin in recognition of his support.	


	 Major General John Hemphill Class of 1951 of Steilacoom presented Governor Locke a copy of the book “ West Pointers and Early Washington” which he had edited and had been published by the West Point Society of Puget Sound, Inc. in 1992.  Gen Hemphill is a highly decorated veteran of the Korean and Vietnam Wars and is a recognized military historian of the US Army’s service in the Northwest.  He noted that Graduates of the Military Academy played a major role in developing and shaping the State of Washington. In fact the first territorial Governor was Isaac I. Stevens USMA Class of 1839. 


	Major General J B Taylor, Class of 1961, the current President of the West Point Society, explained that graduates in the state are serving as “ Chiefs of Delegation” for their counties and are assembling fellow graduates and parents of cadets in an effort to enhance each community’s understanding of West Point’s history and its entrance into a Third Century of service and leadership.  Their goal is to increase the knowledge of citizens and students through a program that includes executive proclamations, presentations to civic clubs, living history talks, library displays and activities in high schools. 


	West Point is celebrating 200 years of dedicated service to America and to the principles of “Duty, Honor, Country”. Graduates from Washington are serving their communities in business, industry, government, defense and security. Many are on active duty in the Armed Forces of the United States and are deployed worldwide protecting and serving our Country. 





	During this year of celebration, West Point Societies of the Association of Graduates USMA and graduates and cadets in all 50 states and US territories are requesting their Governors and Legislatures to recognize the USMA Bicentennial by issuing executive proclamations to commemorate the event. Many special events are planned throughout the year including the issuance of a West Point Bicentennial Coin struck at the U S Mint at West Point and a Bicentennial Postage Stamp. Both items will be issued on March 16th2002 to commemorate Founders Day.











Copies of the Washington Legislature Joint Memorial Resolution and Proclamation of Governor Gary Locke are available.





		                 DUTY, HONOR, COUNTRY











Point of Contact for additional Information:


	MG J B Taylor


	US Army Retired


	USMA Class of 1961


	Tel: (253) 984-7572


	Fax: (253) 584-7279


	Email: taylor3darmy@msn.com





