Serve as a model to cadets

Commentary by Lt. Gen. William J. Lennox Jr.
USMA Superintendent

In light of recent concerns at the Air Force Academy, I want to assure all members of the West Point community that this command has no tolerance for sexual harassment or assault of any kind. Such actions are criminal and utterly inconsistent with our commitment to produce leaders of character.

My goals have always included the following:

- Eliminating illegal behavior and providing a safe environment for cadets, staff and faculty.

- Building confidence in our system to encourage reporting of incidents.

- Resolving incidents in a fair and timely manner.

- Providing caring support for victims.

The academy’s sexual assault prevention and assistance program includes awareness training, medical care, counseling services, legal consultation, victim advocacy, spiritual guidance and investigation. We continue to emphasize the education of cadets and staff, support for victims, better reporting and full investigation and prompt action on all allegations.

West Point strives to provide cadets with a high quality of life. However, this is not a "command-only" process. The entire West Point community has a responsibility to foster this type of culture and environment.

We all need to maintain a safe environment for everyone to live and work in, one that serves as a model to the cadets for their future role as Army leaders and reflects the trust that is so essential for any organization.

While we have confidence in our program, we are always striving for improvements.

Our ultimate goal is to provide the best leader development program we possibly can, thereby creating officers who will lead America’s sons and daughters with the dignity and respect they deserve.

Every cadet at this academy is an important and invaluable part of our mission. Our young men and women will be responsible for leading our nation in the coming years and we must ensure their time here not only prepares them for that challenge, but plays an integral part in shaping their lives.






