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The Jugular: On Freedom
12 June 2018

You know, Octavian, it's quite possible that when you die . . .

you will die without ever having been alive.
Mark Antony to Octavian, Cleopatra, 1963

FFrreeeeddoomm!!!

Breathes there the man, with soul so dead,
Who never to himself hath said,
“This is my own, my native land!”
Whose heart hath ne‘er within him burned,
As home his footsteps he hath turned,
From wandering on a foreign strand!

If such there breathe, go, mark him well;
For him no Minstrel raptures swell;
High though his titles, proud his name,
Boundless his wealth as wish can claim;
Despite those titles, power, and pelf,
The wretch, concentred all in self,
Living, shall forfeit fair renown,

And, doubly dying, shall go down
To the vile dust, from whence he sprung,

Unwept, unhonoured, and unsung.

Sir Walter Scott


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cleopatra_(1963_film)

- Kissinger does not give humans credit for having an “inner

necessity,” which Al lacks (Kandinsky)

- Kissinger does not give humans credit for having a soul, which Al
lacks, that is a part of the everything-ness/eternal-ness that is God
and thereby has the inclination of choice without current

knowledge/experience, which Al lacks (Boethius)

- Kissinger acknowledges that he cannot see the truth, but rather
than doing anything about it, he attempts to define the problem

over and over again (Plato)

- Kissinger is more comfortable with rules (ethics...the law) than
freedom (morals...self discipline) because | do not doubt that he
believes that human beings are inherently evil, but can be tamed

by other humans (influence of, “Lord of the Flies")

A Writer Who Shall Remain Anonymous

Algorithms, having no everything-ness, no eternal-ness, have no
inclination of choice without inputs of current knowledge or experience.
Algorithms cannot make decisions without inputs. They have no direct
experience of the objects of their inquiries. Humans, on the other hand,
have direct experience of anything to which they turn their attention and
they can make decisions without inputs of current knowledge or
experience. This is a profound and energizing insight by the
aforementioned anonymous writer. It bears directly on the matter of

freedom.


https://theological-geography.net/?p=34401

It's On: A Trade War With Our Allies, Paul Mirengoff, Power Line Blog

Mr. Mirengoff believes that freedom comes from rules, just as Kissinger
does. Very low view of man, very Talmudic and Medina Koranic.
Christianity, all the national Enlightenments, and the US Constitution say
exactly the opposite. Very high view of man, very Biblical and Mecca

Koranic.

In yet another way does the national genius affect the growth of sea
power in its broadest sense; and that is in so far as it possesses the
capacity for planting healthy colonies. Of colonization, as of all
growths, it is true that it is most healthy when it is most natural.
Therefore, colonies that spring from the felt wants and natural
impulses of a whole people will have the most solid foundations;
and their subsequent growth will be surest when they are least
trammelled from home, if the people have the genius for

independent action.

Men of the past three centuries have keenly felt the value to the
mother-country of colonies as outlets for the home products and as
a nursery for commerce and shipping; but efforts at colonization
have not had the same general origin, nor have different systems all
had the same success. The efforts of statesmen, however far-seeing
and careful, have not been able to supply the lack of strong natural
impulse; nor can the most minute regulation from home produce as
good results as a happier neglect, when the germ of self-

development is found in the national character.


http://www.powerlineblog.com/archives/2018/06/its-on-a-trade-war-with-our-allies.php

There has been no greater display of wisdom in the national
administration of successful colonies than in that of unsuccessful.
Perhaps there has been even less. If elaborate systems and
supervisions, careful adaptation of means to ends, diligent nursing,
could avail for colonial growth, the genius of England has less of
this systematizing faculty than the genius of France; but England,

not France, has been the great colonizer of the world.

Successful colonization, with its consequent effect upon commerce
and sea power, depends essentially upon national character;
because colonies grow best when they grow of themselves,
naturally. The character of the colonist, not the care of the home

government, is the principle of the colony’s growth.

A.T. Mahan, The Influence Of Sea Power Upon History, 1660-1783, p 55-56

It takes tremendous courage to resist the lure of appearances. The
power of being which is manifest in such courage is so great that

the gods tremble in fear of it.

Paul Tillich, The Courage to Be

Epitaph, Richard Fernandez, PJ Media

Fernandez has been a prescient and perspicacious historian and
strategic/systems thinker for many years. Two or three years ago he
began losing grasp of the big picture. Here he has lost it completely but
also instructively. | commented on Epitaph:


https://www.amazon.com/Influence-History-1660-1783-Military-Weapons/dp/0486255093
https://www.amazon.com/Courage-be-Paul-Tillich/dp/B009NNI0KM/
https://pjmedia.com/richardfernandez/epitaph/
https://pjmedia.com/richardfernandez/epitaph/

With respect, and FWIW, | cannot concur with the premise of this post:
that the Hussein people were trying or even wanting to maintain a
passing order (Yoshihiro Francis Fukuyama'’s liberal democratic order). At
heart, they were lIranian agents with American security clearances.
Domestically, they were trying to dismantle a very ancient and very
American order: democratic republican government. Internationally,
they were trying to uproot the impulse for national sovereignty

altogether.

These were active actors, not passive ones. Legions of the same remain
after them. They stepped back from red lines -- mere lulling and gulling
propaganda to begin with, nothing sincere -- because it served their
purpose of facilitating suffering and chaos in pursuit of destroying

national sovereignties.

They accomplished less than they could have done thanks mostly to their
stupidity, their indolence, their insufficiency of grit, and their personal

dependence on psychotropic substances.

Don't do stupid sh-t showed a remarkable -- and for by-standing normal
people, salutary -- degree of self-awareness. They did not even really
stand up for their friends, the Iranian ayatollahs, the way they could have
done. | thank God for their commissions and even more for their

omissions in the stupid sh-t department.

OFT EVIL WILL SHALL EVIL MAR
(Thank God!)
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The so-called Newburgh Conspiracy occasioned General George

Washington's famous speech to his Officers, in which he disabused them

of the impulse to undo what they had accomplished by making him
Supreme Commander of the Army and King of the Country in place of
civilian (Congressional, at that moment in time) control of the Army and

Country.

The backstory is that the British, having lost the war, yet kept some twenty
thousand troops in New York while diplomats wrangled terms of a peace
treaty. This obliged Congress and Washington to keep the Army nearby,
at Newburgh/West Point. But Congress stopped paying the Army and

was not expediting a pension formerly promised Officers.
Anonymous importunities against Congress circulated in the Army at
Newburgh. Artful ones, according to Washington. But scurrilous and

seditious.

Washington answered these entreaties with this speech, which brought

tears to many an Officer's eyes and arrested the disquiet. Officers
returned to their units and told their Soldiers to do their duties while
awaiting Congress’ determinations. When these latter finally arrived, they

satisfied essentially all but the conspirators.

Notable aspects of this speech are its high moral, rhetorical, intellectual,
historical, philosophical, governance, and military sensibilities and
refinements. Another notability is that his Officers were comfortable with

Washington's elegant and erudite manner of discourse. These too were

10


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newburgh_Conspiracy
https://theological-geography.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Washington-To-His-Officers-At-Newburgh.pdf
https://www.mountvernon.org/education/primary-sources-2/article/newburgh-address-george-washington-to-officers-of-the-army-march-15-1783/
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Soldier-Scholars. We are so lucky they are the root of our nationhood.

We must emulate them regardless the derision doing so elicits from

doubters.

A landed aristocracy is not exposed to the exigencies of commerce
and in consequence is not prone to the political timidity of those
whose property is exposed and business threatened -- the

proverbial timidity of capital.

Freedom is the jugular of life. Space, air, electricity (fire/light), liquid, and
ground — aka geography — move freely or life ceases to exist. Universe
(turning to one) cannot cease to exist because it is always folding back
upon itself, always enveloping itself, always turning in upon itself,
agglomerating, fusing, compressing and thus generating, as in a warm

womb, and throwing forth individual specificities of itself.

A rude people consider freedom to be the opportunity to act without
consequence to one’s self, without responsibility affixing to one's career,

and/or, to declare reality to be whatever one desires to declare reality to
be.

A sophisticated people consider freedom to be the opportunity to be
who they are as given by the conditions of their birth and to do as they
can by the inner necessity with which they, personally, as a unique and

unrepeatable individual, came into this breathing world.

The English political philosopher Thomas Hobbes famously observed

that man is solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short. The English political

11


https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/99-01-02-12223
https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/resignation-of-military-commission/
https://www.hoover.org/research/ten-paradoxes-our-age
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leviathan_(Hobbes_book)
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philosopher John Locke, Hobbes' junior, famously observed that man is

capable and even obliged to toleration — excepting with the intolerant(!),
whom he enumerates as atheists and Roman Catholics — and

governments are capable of and obliged to consent by the governed.

The two Bacons — Englishmen both — empirical philosopher Roger, a
Franciscan, and learned courtier Francis, a Viscount — and both regarded
as Father of the Scientific Method — famously decreed that any
observation following experiment that could not be observed following
recapitulation of the experiment by others could not be sustained as
accurate. In other words, wisdom and truth must be guaranteed by

replicable experience.

At work here is a struggle between a high view of man and a low one.
Following the high view of man which prevailed during the High Middle
Ages in Europe (times of Knights of the Temple, Francis of Assisi, and
Dominic of Castile), European intelligentsia and generality gradually lost

self-confidence.  The Reconquista and then the Reformation were,

respectively, Iberian and then West (France, Germany, Holland) and North
(Scandinavia) Germanic efforts to get moving again, to reassert the Law
of Expansion in spiritual as well as mundane matters, just as had been
done during the High Middle Ages. The Law of Expansion rests on a high
view of man, as does Christianity and a gifted iteration of Islam now

rejected by most Moslems: Mutazilite Islam, which is Meccan Koranic.
A century after the Reformation, stultifying rigidity — aka morbidity,

lethargy — set in among both Reformation and Roman communions.

Movement slowed and nearly ceased. Bloody wars between Protestant

12


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Locke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roger_Bacon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Bacon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reconquista
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reformation
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Catholics and Roman Catholics depopulated Europe north of the
Pyrenees by roughly half. Vast carnage and savagery prevailed in the
Thirty Years War and the English Civil War. Secular authorities had to step
in to arrest the insanity, a lesson Europeans have not forgotten and one
that accounts very much, though not entirely, for the absolutist posture of
the secularist European Commission and their bureaucrats' being

shielded from approval by citizens of European nations.

Bloody irrationality among Christians — or anyone — is not a friend of their

freedom. See Washington at Newburgh.

For rhetorical purposes, | suggest that the words natural, rational, organic,
and geographical be employed as synonyms. In contemporary
conditions, that rhetorical coincidence in writing and speech has power,
similar to sonic cleaning, to jar lose conceptual encrustations that retard
insight and invite infection and release from bondage novel idea flows,

which are always salutary.

Luke 4:18-19

Spiritus Domini super me propter quod unxit me evangelizare
pauperibus misit me praedicare captivis remissionem et caecis
visum dimittere confractos in remissionem praedicare annum

Domini acceptum et diem retributionis

Latin Vulgate, St. Jerome

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me. Wherefore he hath anointed me

to preach the gospel to the poor, he hath sent me to heal the

13


https://www.mountvernon.org/education/primary-sources-2/article/newburgh-address-george-washington-to-officers-of-the-army-march-15-1783/
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contrite of heart, To preach deliverance to the captives, and sight to
the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the

acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of reward.
Douay-Rheims, 1899 American Edition

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives

and recovering of sight to the blind,

to set at liberty those who are oppressed,

to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.
Revised Standard Version (RSV)

Isaiah 61:1-2

Spiritus Domini super me eo quod unxerit Dominus me ad
adnuntiandum mansuetis misit me ut mederer contritis corde et
praedicarem captivis indulgentiam et clausis apertionem ut
praedicarem annum placabilem Domini et diem ultionis Deo nostro

ut consolarer omnes lugentes

Latin Vulgate, St. Jerome

The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because the Lord hath anointed
me: he hath sent me to preach to the meek, to heal the contrite of
heart, and to preach a release to the captives, and deliverance to
them that are shut up. To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord,

and the day of vengeance of our God: to comfort all that mourn:
Douay-Rheims, 1899 American Edition

14
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The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
because the Lord has anointed me
to bring good tidings to the afflicted;
he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;

to comfort all who mourn;
Revised Standard Version (RSV)

Freedom seems easy to describe, and it seems easy to challenge one’s
wanting of it. Neither is the case. For starters, there are several
dimensions of freedom, all integral, but far from all the same. Then there
is the reality that freedom is essential nature and not only of humans but
of all creatures and even of inanimate nature. Freedom is the inalienable
character of creation as geography. Even stripped of it spiritual

dimension, freedom is the inalienable character of matter itself.

When we deal with anything, anything at all, we deal with the power of
being we see, recognize and denominate as freedom. Something inside
everything, inorganic and organic, wants to be itself and will be itself one
way or another. That is freedom, the universal substance and therefore
activity . . . and therefore the prime variable factor, as Bucky put it, in any

situation whatsoever.

Jesus' first act of ministry is to preach freedom to the mewed up. That is

His last act of ministry as well, to mandate expanding (feeding) the

15


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buckminster_Fuller
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freedom (hunger) of His devotees (John 21:17). God arrives to give man
not just what he wants but what he needs that is what he really wants:
freedom to be himself, and self-confident in that presentment regardless
of circumstances. God arrives to restore man’s grasp and enjoyment of

his own divinity, his intrinsic nobility.

Respecting just humans, there is political freedom. This is like the rind of
an orange. It is needed but bitter. There is social/economic freedom.
This is like the pulp of an orange. It is needed and desirable and not
bitter, but also, it is not the reason one delves into the orange. There is
religious freedom. This is like the juice of an orange. It is a reason one
delves into an orange but not the ultimate reason. Finally, there is
spiritual freedom. This is like the sweetness of the juice of an orange.
This is the reason one delves into an orange in the first place, diving
through rind, pulp, and juice to achieve one's actual objective: the

ecstasy of sweetness.

Political freedom, social/economic freedom, and religious freedom are
widely and deeply treated by others over centuries of profound and
perfunctory thought and experiment regarding those phenomena. My
interest here is spiritual freedom. That is the interest of the Prophetic and
Evangelical passages just referenced. It is the universal theological

interest.

Powers human and superhuman aim to crumple not only animal but also
human spirit. They develop stratagems to accomplish that objective.
Their happiness is got by instigating, observing and perpetuating others’

unhappiness. Such powers say to us: | own you, you belong to me.

16
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Spiritual freedom is repose in one’s essential nature, which is divine. The
spiritually free are relaxed. Careful. Childlike in their interior life. Wise as
serpents and simple as doves. Always aware that they can be called

home at any moment.

Not even religious freedom imbues one with a high view of man.
Spiritual freedom does that. And until one has a high view of man, one is

not free.

Man is the capable heir not to perfection but to participation in the divine
life. And that is because human life is divine life. In fact, all life is divine
life, but only humans have an opportunity to realize that fact, to grasp

their sublime importance in the universal drama and savor its sweetness.

Man, in point of fact, is essentially a Child of God, not a Brute. Who is a

brute is not man, not human.

Political, social/economic, and religious freedoms can be constricted.
Not spiritual freedom. Spiritual freedom is where a human personality
lives. If one has not yearned for, sought and been gifted spiritual

freedom, one has not been alive.

Spiritual freedom is the engine, the beating heart and heaving lung, of
religious, social/economic and political freedoms. Spiritual freedom is
man'’s natural home and anyone who wishes to degrade that home or
deprive man of it is trying to force man into unnatural conditions and

acts.

17
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Spiritual freedom creates human geography, and not only intangible
human geography but the tangible bits as well. For indeed, the psychic,
organic and inorganic dimensions of life descend from the spiritual
dimension of life. First things first. And history and its transcendent telos
(goal, Who is God) first of all.

| am sorry — not really — you Leftist, Progressive marabouts. What you call
the arc of history bends forward and upward towards God, not sideways

and over towards you.

Do something truly and lastingly edgy: become a Christian. Follow the
Master. Face the Devil. Fight to the End. Finish the Game.

The sublime controls the mundane. Itis a conceit of the mundane that it

can control the sublime.

If you want respect, lash your consciousness to the political reality of
nation states, and in particular, the nation state who birthed and reared

you, until your consciousness and that political reality fuse into one.
If you want freedom, lash your consciousness to the soteriological reality
of your chosen Name of God, and in particular, the Name of God which

birthed and initiated you, until your consciousness and that soteriological

reality fuse into one.

Do this and you will have a happy life.

18
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When Jews, Moslems and other Secularists speak, one hears in the
background the dry thump of rule books, the dull rattle of aspirational

laws.

When Christians speak, one hears in the background the freshening

breeze of the Holy Spirit, the gay charm of actual freedom.
The Name of God is a cruise liner chartered for you to carry you safely
over the sea of life to the haven of Heaven. You have permission to come

aboard. Use it. The Name of God, alone, stands between you and

slavery.

FFrreeeeddoomm!!!

Is a Name of God

19
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Theological Ground Of National Sovereignty

15 November 2917
Revised 03 May 2018

National sovereignty is a sweet fruit tree who grows in the rich, blood-
soaked soil of freedom by imbibing the power of rivers and rains. The
alluvial wealth that is freedom descends from vital minerals and
molecules crushed, scraped, burnished and washed away from the hard

rock of Divine History and the soft flesh of Divine Creatures.

National sovereignty is the up-welling, surging yearning of a bounded
geographical area, the families inside and on it and their political
Constitution to protect themselves and their institutions, starting with

their borders, their language and their manner(s) of calling on God.

Theology is contemplation of God driven by the yearning to find Him, the
Extraordinary, in the midst of the ordinary, the Infinite in the midst of the

finite, the Eternal in the midst of the corruptible.

Thus national sovereignty and theology are intensely practical. They are
yearnings of deepest origin, profundum, ur-urges one might call them,

or demi-urges in the classical sense of ur-fabricators.

National sovereignty and theology belong together, are mutually

dependent and work to the same end: strength and happiness.

The U.S. Army Center of Military History affords a study of the evolution of
US Armed Forces’ Oaths of Enlistment and Oaths of Office since 1776.

20


https://history.army.mil/html/faq/oaths.html
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National sovereignty and the theological virtues of obedience, sincerity,
perseverance, trust and loyalty — soon focused on the Constitution of the

USA — mingle energetically at and about the center of these Oaths.

Some Brits and Americans are serving hard time grasping the concept of
national sovereignty, each country’s grandees having shot clean past it
without knowing that they did. The grandees, globalists, imagine,
envision and reach for a superficial unity the thought of which swells their
heads, making all manner of improper behavior seem suddenly and
sweetly dangerous (edgy they call it) and legitimate. Then come the darts
of truth, popping swollen dreams with pictures, tapes, statements and
torts.

Globalism iterates a phenomenon known as Superficial Vedanta in Hindu
theological discourse and Pelagianism in Christian. It is the first and
easiest of lazy and crazy thoughts (aka heresies) waiting to warp

neophytes and the perpetually jejune.

Globalism has had many names. Humanism is among the first.
Then, variously, came Democracy, Socialism, Liberalism,
Syndicalism, Positivism, Fascism, Communism, Progressivism, Rules-
Based Order and Open Society. All such names are synonyms and

have a common referent: Leftism.

Superficial Vedanta and Pelagianism are synonymous terms of art, in
theology, for Leftism. They are equivalent to Humanism, Socialism,
Fascism, Progressivism, Communism, etc, which all are

synonymous terms of art in political philosophy.

21


http://www.powerlineblog.com/archives/2017/11/you-think-things-are-bad-here.php
https://theological-geography.net/?s=theology
https://theological-geography.net/?s=political+philosophy

22

The definitive examination of Leftism is by Erik von Luehnelt-

Leddihn: Leftism Revisited: From deSade And Marx To Hitler And
PolPot.

Leftism is said, by Leftists, to be their desire to end conflict and
impose peace by imposing rules, a rules-based order, or at least
directional nudges, on human behavior, ALL OF IT. Leftists rejects
the human condition as found and demand it be replaced with a
human condition as demanded, BY LEFTISTS. Details of the human
condition Leftists demand change now and then, sometimes
rapidly, but there is a constant: whatever obtains naturally must
change to whatever Leftists currently demand of it, AND NOW.

Leftism is totalitarianism with a painted-on smile. The appearance
of unity on a pretension of non-conflict. ALL FORCED. That is
Leftism. The forced bit is the important part.

A premise of Leftists is that the human mass can and must be
educated — they mean indoctrinated — to obey the rules Leftists
place ON EVERYTHING. A corollary premise is that individuals
unwilling or unable to obey said rules should be eliminated quickly
and quietly. Leftists therefore demand everyone undergo
processing in their education/indoctrination facilities. And the
more thoroughly and sooner children can be moved from influence

by parents to control by Leftist staff at those facilities the better.

22


https://www.amazon.com/Leftism-Revisited-Sade-Marx-Hitler/dp/0895265370/
https://www.amazon.com/Leftism-Revisited-Sade-Marx-Hitler/dp/0895265370/
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In culture, economics and politics, Leftists’ rules-based order
demands bureaucracies with plenary authority and decision-makers

with no hinderance by authority other than their own. And that

order demands legions of analysts and scientists to justify the
current order’s rules and develop rules for the next order, soon to
come in the form of new plenary demands against reason and

nature.

In other words, Leftists’ demand for peace by rules makes for
perfect perpetual instability, worry, and grief. In a word, CHAQOS.
Since the human condition changes naturally, Leftists are obliged
to constant new-rule-making just to pursue their unreachable

objective of nullifying the human condition.

Thus no Leftist society can have what Leftists promises: the end of
conflict and the advent of peace. Cold evidence bears out the

plenary finality of that truth.

Leftism, really, is an ideology, an excuse, a pretext, for bullies to
beat up the defenseless and rob them of their power, privacy and
wealth. This is the point of contact and reason for kissing among
Leftists and Jihadists.

In geo-strategy, Leftism has but one choice: global
governance, rules-based global order, WITH LEFTISTS IN CHARGE.

Whatever is going on among nations, Leftists must condemn it and

impose their own rules on those nations. Those rules start with

eliminating national sovereignties, of necessity, because national

23


https://theconservativetreehouse.com/2017/11/30/lou-dobbs-interviews-omb-cfpb-director-mick-mulvaney/
https://theological-geography.net/?s=chaos
https://theological-geography.net/?s=%22global+governance%22
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sovereignties — nations — by definition do not submit to a rules-

based global order.

Leftists really have to paint on a smile to get humanity to invite that
disaster upon themselves. But having no sense of self-effacement,
and no thought of self-abnegation, Leftists have within them no
smile to replicate on their face. This is their doom: THEIR LACK OF
HUMOR.

Heraclitus famously said, War [conflict] is the father of all things.
Plato famously said, Only the dead have seen the end of
war [conflict]. The truth is that peace is the ability to make the other
guy want not to attack you. Thatis all itis. If the other guy thinks he
can get away with and profit from attacking you, probably he will do
so. Not everyone will, but enough will to make the foregoing

sentences monitory and more likely accurate than not.

Peace is the measure of your ability to maintain your freedom as an
individual and your sovereignty as a nation. Past that, there is no

peace, not for you, not for anyone.

National sovereignty is the ur-wealth POTUS Trump promised to lead
forth from Americans and to inspire citizens of other countries to lead

forth from themselves for their own countries.
What goes in the mouth may pollute the body.

What comes out of the mouth may pollute the personality.

Men and women are judged by what comes out of their mouth.

24
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Theology Provides Epistemological Ground For National Sovereignty

Not a few these days say that reality is what they say it is. Theology says
reality is what reality says it is. For example, someone says their gender is
what they say it is, another says America is what they say it is, and another
says, What | say is true is true, although | may change my mind, in which
case now that is true. Theology, in contrast, says that what is true is true,
your gender is the one your parents gave you at conception and America
is what the Founders resolved upon as the Constitution of the Sovereign

United States of America.

The question at conflict is clear. Reality is what one says it is while on the
fly, so to speak, or, reality is what it is, take it or leave it. Theology goes
with the latter. Theology is phenomenological. It observes reality and
describes it. Theology does not posit or define reality. Theology is
existential, not ideological. Furthermore, in matters existential theology is
comprehensive, plenary. Its subject is human experience, all of it, to
include yearning for completeness and unity. In projection and
speculation theology has no interest whatsoever.  Theology is an
application of philosophy to the existential question of/yearning for

soteriological consummation.

Nothing is more existential than national sovereignty, nothing more
phenomenological than the desire to live safe from subjection and
exploitation. Ergo, nothing is more oriented towards fostering national

sovereignty than theology.
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Theology Provides Historical Ground For National Sovereignty

History implies destiny. The moment you say something is, you inquire
regarding it “To what end?” If you have a present, you had a past and you
already have a future. No one with a present lacks a future. Destiny
summons Theology and Theology impels and steers history, from within

history towards beyond history.

History has many qualities, comprising many forces. The most crucial and
forceful of history's qualities is paradox, the unexpected, the surprising,
the not anticipated. Paradox is a footprint by its vertical dimension in the
horizontal dimension of life. Paradox leaves a trail of breadcrumbs
tracing passage in history of that which transcends history. In Christian
locution, that would be the Holy Spirit, an articulation which is both a

symbol and a Name of one of three operations of the Divine Person.

The theological question is ever that nearest and dearest to man'’s nature
and intellect. “To what end am I? Whence came I? Who am I?" The
theological question is the most subtle and therefore powerful engine
and driver of history. Itis about one's destiny and it makes one's destiny.
Like religion and morality, national sovereignty (culture, to include
politics) is constructed by man to facilitate his answering the theological

question properly and in full.

Religion, culture and morality are evidence attesting confluences of the
vertical and the horizontal dimensions of life, of the Divine and the
mundane, of infinitude and finitude. Logos, existential Theology, is the

form and substance of national sovereignty.
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And that is the abstracted version of the observation. The empirical
version is the observation of continuous struggle between secular and
religious authorities in every size of jurisdiction always and everywhere
on the globe. History-making theology is the only force powerful enough
to transcend (flank, correct) secular government, and secular government
is the only force powerful enough to protect (subdue, cleanse) theology-

making history. Paradox is the bane of tyrants and the broth of patriots.
Theology Provides Patriotic Ground For National Sovereignty

Plenty of phenomenology does not interest us but is interested in us.
Paul Tillich (also here) famously wrote that culture is the form of religion

and religion is the substance of culture.

What runs to God runs to liberty.
What runs to liberty runs to sovereignty.
What runs to sovereignty runs to sacrifice.

What runs to sacrifice runs to true patriotism.
The natural progression of life is to grandeur and nobility.

Self-made and self-governed. Life and man are divine.

Patriotism is the sweet fruit of running to God.
God -> Freedom -> Sovereignty -> Peace

Sivis pacem, currunt ad Deum.

If you want peace, run to God.
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The famous Roman proverb — Si vis pacem, para bellum [If you want
peace, prepare for war] — is true but not plenary. If you want peace, run
to God ... and then prepare for war. Or, as the great St. Augustine put
it: Love God and do what you want. Famously, Joan led The French Army

into the Confessional before leading them into Battle.

And when you prepare for war, make your preparations sufficient to

convince the other guy it is not worth trying you. And if he goes ahead

and tries you anyhow, annihilate him immediately as a lesson to others

potentially inclined to that stupidity. This is the language of statecraft.

There is not, there was not and there will not be a Universal Caliphate.

There is not, there was not and there will not be a Global Governance.

Pretensions to the same are juvenile and jejune. The world of man is
essentially divine, but its organization this side of a divinely-initiated

eschaton is secular and distributed as sovereign nation states,
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conditioned voluntary organizations, and conditionally sovereign

individuals.

As America rises from over a century of advancing enfeeblement by
Leftist looters calling themselves Progressives and Globalists, these pillars
of American strength and happiness — aka sovereignty — are re-emerging

into view:

Patriotism

(Freedom, Allegiance, Reject Race/Religion-Based Nationalism)

Nation-Centric Inter-Nation Relations

(Sovereignty, Freedom, Reject Global [Oligarchic] Governance)

Armed Diplomacy And Finance

(Statecraft, Power, Reject Meddling, Purchasing Friends)

Prioritize Economic Growth, Leverage Geopolitics Of Energy
(Fair Trade, Reciprocity, Reject Free Trade, Looting Of USA Wealth)

Defense Of Liberality
(Freedom, Fairness, Loyalty, Reject Responsibility To Protect)

John Quincy Adams, July 4, 1821: Wherever the standard of freedom
and Independence has been or shall be unfurled, there will [America’s]
heart, her benedictions, and her prayers be. But she goes not abroad, in
search of monsters to destroy. She is the well-wisher to the freedom and

independence of all. She is the champion and vindicator only of her own.

29



30

The phenomenon of yearning figures prominently in Vedic existential
phenomenology and of course, albeit with fewer terms of art but to the

same import, in Christian theology and liturgics. The Rev. Dr. Paul Tillich

tracks the phenomenon of yearning as source of Christian Trinitarian
Theology, and | believe Vedas arrive at their counterpart Trinitarian
formulations by the same tracking, albeit with more elaboration of the

existential phenomenology and articulation thereof.

The phenomenology of yearning for the sublime and transcendent
impinges rapidly and closely upon the phenomenology of national
sovereignty ... and upon its deprecators. In other words, theology and
political philosophy are joined at the hip, so to speak, because

ineluctably they share an existential base.

Case in point: witness Michael Caputo on 01 May 2018 threw an

imprecation on members of both parties in the Senate Select Committee

On Intelligence: “God Damn you to Hell.”

This is Draupadi’s Imprecation in modern dress.

As stated in the first sentence of this post, the question of authority and

its location is the center of this era. Here from Glenn Reynolds is more

evidence of the accuracy of that observation.

Donald Hagan: Americans do not share a common ancestry and a

common blood. What they have in common is a system of laws and
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beliefs that shaped the establishment of the country, a system developed

within the context of Western civilization [aka The Latin Church].
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Wealth And Energy Beget Repose
15 April 2018

We have noted that the wealth of a nation is her land (geography),
families (morality) and constitution (system of law). A nation's wealth is
the root, branch and fruit of her sovereignty. Yet, to be enjoyed, used
and useful, something inside that wealth must throw it in motion. That

something is energy.

Money can sit in a bank, and that is wealth. But it is dormant and, if the
bank is ungenerous or failing, that money is not having kittens or is losing

fecundity, so to speak.

For wealth to matter, meaning, for it to be respected, it must work and,
specifically, work to expand its power to expand itself. Either the bank
has to pay the customer for harboring their wealth or the customer has to
invest their wealth in some project that expands its amount. Only then
does wealth matter. Recall the Parable of the Talents. Wealth not enjoyed

and increased through its enjoyment is dead weight, garbage.

Where a nation is concerned, God is the bank, her land, families and
constitution are her wealth and the nation herself is the bank's customer.
The nation is the energy who, inside her wealth in the bank, throws that

wealth in motion with a view to increasing its amount.
The amount and movements of a nation's wealth are the measure of her

prestige. The prestige of a nation is the measure of her sovereignty. A

nation protects and expands her wealth in order to maintain her
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sovereign independence. Her prestige is a nation's best protection, her

most reliable guarantor of existence.

The wealth of a nation is a masculine principle. The nation herself is a
feminine principle. The structure and energy -- or what is the same thing,
the power and fecundity -- these principles are naturally generate more
wealth, more prestige and more sovereignty embodied as individual

citizens, groups of citizens and the nation herself.

Put wealth and energy together and you get kittens, so to speak: more
wealth and more energy. This is what God sees and calls Good. Good is

Natural. And who is against being natural, even getting back to nature?

Litters of kittens generated by the confluence of wealth and energy are
what God does for a living. In ordinary parlance, those kittens are
called repose. The purpose of life is repose in the divine gift of wealth
and the divine labor of increasing it. This is called, also, pro-creation: that

which precedes a bringing-into-existence.

Some nations regard themselves as a fatherland. Most nations regard
themselves as a motherland. Strictly speaking, the nation herself is a
motherland (energy) and her wealth is a fatherland (structure). They are a
team. The one does not exist without the other. And they pull together

to produce repose for both and a new creation as well.
When one speaks of patriotism, one references increasing the wealth of a

nation. When one speaks of nationalism, one references guarding a

nation's racial and/or religious singularity. Americans are patriotic, they
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are not nationalistic because they are neither uni-racial nor uni-religious

and have no hagiography or intention of being either.

Europeans, Chinese, Arabs and Africans cannot fathom Americans'
patriotism because they are nationalists, race-oriented, or, what comes to
the same thing, tribe-oriented. Americans reject migrants sweeping
across their borders because most of them barge in intending to make
USA uni-racial and/or uni-religious, like what they had back home ...

where now they want not to live!

Is a nation's wealth entirely tangible? Certainly not. Her deepest and
broadest wealth is the spirit of a nation's citizens and groups of citizens:
their self-confidence, their moral energy, their intellectual strength, their
contentment, their repose. A nation's spirit reflects the depth and
breadth of her wealth and the amount and movements of that wealth
measure a nation's prestige, which is the best guarantor of a nation's

sovereign independence.

A citizen can lose money, remuneration, status, family even, and live. A
citizen cannot live without moral energy or intellectual strength. A citizen
cannot live with a broken spirit, bereft of prestige. A nation of broken
citizens is someone else's slave state, no nation at all. Ultimately, all
wealth is spirit embodied in tangibles. The largest and most complex of
those tangibles is the nation state, a people of common political

philosophy not race-or religion-based.
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Now, a question arises: what is to be done with increasing amounts of
national wealth? Whose is it? Who decides to throw it in motion? To

what end, and how?

Increasing amounts of wealth belong to the individual citizens, groups of
citizens or the nation herself who produced them. An increase in wealth
belongs to the one(s) who increased it, the enterprising. An individual
owns the fruits of their labors. They can renounce those fruits but they
cannot disown them. Ditto a group of individuals, such as a corporation,
an NGO, a city, a county, a state, a nation. Whoever produces wealth
owns it, and not the tangible wealth assets only. In the same way,
whoever diminishes wealth or does not throw it in motion owns the

consequences.

Every person has wealth by virtue of their embodied personhood. Every
group has wealth by virtue of its being called into existence by persons.
Every person and group therefore is obliged to increase the wealth they
have or suffer punishment for unnatural behavior. Whoever has wealth is
obliged to throw it in motion for the purpose of increasing its amount. All

must work.

How to do that? By initiative. By enterprise. This is where moral courage
and intellectual strength enter stage right and left to shape the drama of
life to a happy and prestigious finale ... or a mean and simpering one.

Life's vector of travel hinges on initiative, on boldness.

Tremendous risk is irreducible because, with few exceptions, individuals

and especially groups learn little from the past, confront little of the
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present and see little of the future. Man's cognitive and volitional assets
-- his emotions, his intellect and his freedom of will -- exceed in power
those of any animal, but they are tied to a staked rope, so to speak, a
longer, more forgiving and more complex staked rope than restricts

animals, but a staked rope nonetheless.

Recall Job's tirade against and capitulation to the terms of his finitude.
No creature is grander than man, not even angels. However, no creature,

including man, is more than a creature.

Now, regarding a nation's wealth, to what end should it be put in motion?
In principle we answered that question: to the end of increasing its
amount. In practice this means maintaining and strengthening the

nation's sovereignty.

Does a wealthy nation owe sustainment to other nations or sub-groups of
or within other nations? Certainly not. Nor does a nation, qua nation,
owe sustainment to her own citizens or groups thereof. Such
sustainments would disperse a nation's wealth rather than increase it and

would thereby diminish a nation's prestige and, ipso facto, sovereignty.

A nation's wealth is thrown in motion, properly, to protect and increase
her wealth. Which is to say, to maintain and strengthen her independent
sovereignty. There is no other reason to throw a nation's wealth in
motion than that one. And there is no rational reason not to throw a

nation's wealth in motion for the purpose of increasing it.

A nation is not The Church.
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If a nation's wealth is thrown in motion for a purpose other than
maintaining and strengthening her independent sovereignty, the nation
is committing diplomatic, financial and military suicide. Such a nation has
ceased the dance of life, abandoned the drama of existence. Her reason

has gone back, indicating that her end is near.

Americans are coping with the fact that a sizable number of their fellow
Americans-in-name, a large cohort of their neighborhoods' residents --
legal and not -- and a super majority of their academic, corporate,
federal, state, county and municipal soi-disant leader cadre are infected
with oikophobia: they hate their motherland. Rather than loving her, they

are looting her.

Now, making one's mother an enemy rather than an ally gives one a lot of
problems. One's mother does not make herself one's enemy, one does,
though she very well might do to an oikophobe. In fact, she will do, and,
in the cases of oikophobia in the USA, she is doing. In addition, one's
father -- aka one's wealth -- and God -- aka one's banker -- also are not
amused by oikophobics, who make an unnatural, irrational choice of act,

not a natural, rational one.

No creature can withstand the prejudice of those

combined arms: motherland and fatherland.

So, let the touchstone of decision-making in all aspects of a nation's
endeavor be increasing the wealth of her citizens, groups of citizens and

nation herself in order to maintain and strengthen the independent
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sovereignty of those individuals and groups and nation as a whole. In

this way, a nation and her citizens foster their authority.

The truth is the whole, Hegel observed, famously and accurately. The

truth is both terms of a dialectic. This way is repose.

During the late 1960s and early 1970s, many young people, mostly early
Boomers -- who, for the most part, were fixed to classical academic
standards and subject matter -- conducted a movement for being natural
or, as they also put it, real, hip. Today, many Boomers are joined by many
young people to conduct a revolution for being unnatural, unreal. They
pimp multiculturalism, Arab/Pan-African Imperialism, racial supremacy
and segregation, no borders/national sovereignty, critical theory, gender
confusion, omni-directional promiscuity, anti-Christianity, anti-US

Constitution and the rest.

Christianity throws itself in motion with au naturel, with real. Real is hip.
Christianity is for that.

Christian theology describes the phenomenology of direct experience
(hip), of existential realities (real) inside the soteriological enterprise, the
economy of salvation as Theologians put it. (Greek economos means

building out, cultivating, expanding, increasing.)

Christian Doctrine is nature up close and personal. In fact, it can be said
that Christianity epitomizes the Prophetic Summons to natural behavior,
to natural government and to the natural grandeur of life and reality,

especially -- but not only -- human life and reality.
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Natural And Unnatural Government
01 April 2018

The natural is divine. The unnatural is devilish. The world and all of and
in it, to include government, is a mixture of both, but not evenly so. The
natural is constantly more than the unnatural and the unnatural is
constantly less than the natural. These constants are demonstrable and

reliable.

A nation’s strength is her wealth. A nation’s wealth is her land, families
and constitution. The single, unified currency of a nation’s wealth is the
nation’s energy, which is her prowess in chemical, physical, intellectual,

moral and spiritual elegance.

A nation’s prowess in chemical, physical, intellectual, moral and spiritual
elegance is her currency, which should be uninhibited and in constant
increase. Elegance is a lion. It does not need protection, as dollars do.
Just turn it loose and it will take care of itself, to everyone’s satisfaction

and even delectation.

Chemical, physical, intellectual, moral and spiritual elegance — the single,
unified currency of a nation’s wealth — is both ineluctable and
indestructible. This is why nations owning natural government cultivate
elegance and nations groaning under unnatural government grind in

agony for it.
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Natural government evinces solicitude for the wealth of the nation — her
land, families and constitution — in its stewardship. Unnatural

government evinces solicitude for itself.

The mission of natural government is to protect the wealth of a nation,
which is to say her land, families and constitution. The mission of
unnatural government is to suck out the wealth of a nation — her land,

families and constitution — for itself and its cronies foreign and domestic.

A nation groaning in privation is a nation being pummeled with unnatural

acts by unnatural government.

Natural government tests action, constantly, whether contemplated,

initiating or underway, against these questions:

1- Is the action necessary to protect the nation’s wealth: land,

families and constitution?

2- Is the sole intent driving the action to protect the nation’s

wealth: land, families and constitution?

3- Will the action protect or is it protecting the nation’s wealth:

land, families and constitution?
4- What carry-on effects — opportunities for and threats to the

nation’s wealth — can follow or are following the action, and,

what are their relative weights in a risk-benefit matrix?
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5- Is the action necessary to liberate the nation’s energy
currency: the nation’s prowess in chemical, physical,

intellectual, moral and spiritual elegance.

If any kind of No answers questions 1, 2, 3 and 5, the action
contemplated, initiating or underway will squander or is squandering

national wealth and must stop immediately.

If answers to question 4 show the action contemplated, initiating or
underway conjuring more threats to national wealth than opening

opportunities for it, the action must stop immediately.

Essentially, a natural government has no responsibility besides that
expressed in these five questions: protect the wealth of the nation — her
land, families and constitution — and remove obstacles inhibiting the
currency, the energy of her wealth — her prowess in chemical, physical,

intellectual, moral and spiritual elegance.
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Wealth, Sovereignty And Strategic Concern
30 March 2018

The wealth of a nation is her land (geography), her families (morality) and
her constitution (system of law), in that order. Her land is a nation’s
general, latent wealth. Her families and constitution are a nation’s
concentrated, patent wealth whose purpose is to protect their nation’s
latent wealth, her land. A nation’s constitution is purposed to protect her

latent and patent wealth, land and families.

The wealth of a nation, therefore, is an integrated protection schema or
stochastic structure. The schema is a correlate in culture and political
philosophy of the Law of Conservation of Energy. A nation embodies

dynamic power and single-pointed purpose that Law describes.

A nation is endowed and purposed to preserve herself, just as life and
universe themselves are.  Her duty to protect her wealth in land
(geography), families (morality) and constitution (system of law) defines a
nation’s character, dictates her grand national strategic objective and

interests and regulates her activities among other nations.

Since the first duty of a nation is to protect her general, latent wealth —
her land — the first strategic concern of a nation is to secure her borders
against all manner of traffic seeking to cross them in either direction. To
argue against the existence or for the weakening of a nation’s borders is
to argue against a nation’s sovereignty, arguing against which is sedition

and well as stupidity.
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Where borders are long, choice is made between a continuous fence
with fortifications at intervals (e.g., Hadrian's Wall) and stand-alone
fortifications sited to deny an enemy specific avenues of ingress (e.g.,

river mouths/bends, assailable coastlines and mountain passes).

The safety of the latent and patent wealth of a nation correlates with the
certainty of her sovereignty. The certainty of a nation’s sovereignty
correlates with the orderliness of transit at her borders. Concern for a
nation’s strategic condition correlates with the safety of her wealth, that

being measured as her geography, morality and system of law.

Political philosophy reflects the rational phenomenology of national
existence by pointing it towards protection and concentration of national
wealth. Political Philosophy translates the Law of Conservation of Energy
into culture creation, as does the French aphorism plus ¢a change, plus

c'est la méme chose.
This is why we fight.
A successful nation comprises citizens who are strong and happy and
neither self-indulgent nor puritanical. And they make jokes about one

another and take them in stride good-naturedly.

Baoileia Tou Oeou
Kingdom of God

From Pelagius to Erasmus to Hogg, socialism (aka humanism) is an

infantile and murderous theory of politics produced by and for tyrants.
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lts animus glares at Christianity and institutions fashioned by Christians.

Socialism is a stink-eye of envy against The Church.

Between the Wars, Tillich and some Christian acquaintances tried to fix
socialism by adapting it to classical Christian Logos Theology. They

called it Religious Socialism. As a fix for socialism it was DOA.

The core of socialism is a narrative, a fiction, a tale, that cries happiness
and wonder for all but mandates the grim and gray for most. Socialists
deliberately ignore the phenomenology of paradox, the unexpected, in

order to set up the many whom they expect to loot and languish.

The elite university faculty are producing increasingly violent Stalinists for
a century now, especially so faculty straddling the Charles River, to the
banks of which every disaster befalling the USA for at least the last 80

years can be traced.

Said faculties hate Vladimir Putin because he is nominally Christian and

promotes Russian nationalism as Church-based.

Anytime | hear sympathy for Stalin, even droll, | hear envious hostility

towards Christians.
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USA Grand National Strategic Objective

Take Three
02 February 2018

Robert E. Lee’s mother wrote at length once to her sister, concluding with
the observation that her letter was long because she did not have time to
be brief.

| feel like the following observations and ruminations could spread over
the pages of many books. But | cannot write in that manner, discursively
over minutiae. My cognition works in the other direction, ecstatically over
coups d'oeil. Be who you are, he said to himself: content-compendious
and stylisticly-cryptic. It is still lengthy, but not nearly so much as could
be. And if it is too pithy, cryptic or abrupt, that is not my problem. | write

for the learning and the learned.

The grand national strategic objective of The United States Of

America is to preserve, protect and defend

(1) the inalienable personal freedoms and sovereign authorities of
her citizens, who are thrown into existence by Almighty God and

their parents,
(2) the inalienable freedoms and sovereignties of state and

subordinate authorities called into existence by Almighty God

and residents of said state who are citizens of The United States
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Of America to facilitate fairness in their lives together and

(3) the one sovereign nation called into being by Almighty God
and those sovereign states through The Constitution Of The
United States Of America.

In short, the grand national strategic objective of The United States
Of America is to preserve, protect and defend The Constitution Of
The United States Of America.

Theology (Logos/Reason) is what connects freedom and sovereignty.
This is so for the same reason von Clausewitz insisted that national policy
and actual war fighting be integral, connected by reason. If theology
does not connect/integrate freedom and sovereignty, freedom is anarchy
and sovereignty is anarchy's obverse: tyranny. Neither is a happy
condition, not for anyone. If reason does not connect policy with actual
war fighting, policy is whistling in the wind and actual war fighting is
whistling’s obverse: killing with no strategic purpose, no advantage
gained, no human honor achieved nor moral glory affirmed. A waste of

time, money and energy.

Rules can not and do not connect freedom and sovereignty. The cliche is
true: laws do not compel behavior and morality cannot be legislated.
Only that which is anterior to both freedom and sovereignty can connect
those treasures and compel behavior through them. Only the prius of
laws and other legislation can affect behavior and effect morality ... or its
deformation. The prius, the anterior, is reason, writ large as Reason

(Logos) in classical philosophy and theology.
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Reason/Logos (the universal) and reason/mind (the particular) share
identical structure and functionality.  This congruity makes reality
intelligible, learning possible and life pleasant. So say classical and
modern savants in unison, and rightly so. Parmenides: Where there is

Being there is the Logos of Being.

A rules-based international community or system of global governance is
smoke from a dreamer’s bong for the same reason there is no mundane
freedom or sovereignty outside Christian or Hindu civilization: it stands
outside the universal continuum from Reason to reason, from the
personal to the political. Only a select few are allowed to govern a so-
called global community. And chosen by whom, on what grounds? Not
for nothing is the field manual of The Anglican Communion named The
Book Of Common Prayer. Authority springs from the common ground:

personhood, Logos, reason.

The authority of any group depends absolutely on agreement by the

commonality from which it is selected.

Paul Tillich famously wrote that culture is the form of religion and religion
is the substance of culture. National sovereignty rests in and rises from
the theological ground. lts prius is freedom. And the prius of freedom

is Logos, Reason ... Almighty God.
Two religions recognize the Divine substance of freedom and two

cultures form that substance into useful artifacts. One is Hinduism. The

other is Christianity. Both are trinitarian religions. Both maintain sub-
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forms which communicate, in one sub-form, the penury of God (Shaivism,
the Latin Church) or, in the other sub-form, the majesty of God
(Vaishnavism, the Greek Church). The United States Of America is a form
of the Latin Church. In turn, the Latin Church is the substance of the

United States of America.

Denial of or attack upon that simple reality must be regarded and
declared as evidence of insanity as well as sedition. Such efforts are right
up there with the seditious insanity and betrayal of asserting that gender
is a social construct and half at least of the human race is toxic.
Personalities asserting such things are cuckoo, barking, and unwelcome.
They deserve prosecution for subversion of their state and its
subordinate authorities as well as sedition and/or treason against their

nation, depending on the substance of their activities.

Christianity connects USA citizens’ freedom with their sovereignties as
persons, states and nation. This fact must be faced and accepted. It is

immutable and not going away, ever.

This raises the question of the interaction between The Declaration Of
Independence and The Constitution Of The United States Of America.

Here is a metaphor for visualizing that interaction:

The Constitution is the vehicle.
The Declaration is the drive train.
Christianity is the fuel.

The USA citizen is the driver.
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Three Zones, Enclosures Of Authority

Let us ponder the three factors or zones of USA grand national strategic

objective: Personhood, Statehood and Nationhood.
Personhood

There are two themes here, comprising a dance, so to speak, through

livelihood. Or, one could say, a polarity.

One dance partner is the absoluteness of a creature’s right to be here.
This right starts at conception, and before that even, with Divine resolve

upon one’s embodiment. Itis God-resolved and parents-executed.

The other dance partner is a creature’s need to associate, in several
conditions, with other creatures. Association is done for protection and
for the maturing effect of conflict or struggle. Life exists and expands

because of struggle.

Without conflict there is no life. Death or non-existence is described
accurately as conflict-less-ness.  Existence is described as struggle
because omnipresent struggle is the most obvious characteristic of
existence. A man’s cardio-pulmonary system illustrates struggle as the
fundamental condition of life. When it ceases work, the man is not there.

Procreation is omnidirectional struggle from start to finish.
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So we have an individual and a group in countless combinations and
permutations, all dynamic, and that is the dance of life. The dance being

the struggle.

Personhood appears only as human creatures. Among creatures, human
creatures comprise the most complexity and possess, in consequence,
the strongest claim to and measure of freedom. Said freedom, be it
noted, is neither plenary nor untrammeled. Itis a lot but not all. No one
and no thing has absolute freedom ... nor absolute anything. God even,
Who is neither a being nor a thing, is [willing] slave to the love of His

devotees.

Human creatures ask a question no other creature asks: what is the
meaning and purpose of power? Animals are not free to ask that
question. A human creatures’ struggle to answer that question — a
struggle engaged in by every human creature — gives a human creature a

sense of personhood in themselves and in other human creatures.

All creatures relate to all other creatures through calculations of relative
power, which means threat. But only human creatures inquire — and
especially as to other human creatures, who they know are making the
same inquiries — after the meaning of power differentials. Non-human
creatures do not study political philosophy.  They do not study
philosophy of any denomination. The question of meaning belongs to
the human creature alone. This is because only the human creature
labors in the dimension of spirit, the dimension of life wherein questions

of power and meaning collide, strive and ultimately unite.
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Power is God. God is power. Therefore, questions regarding power —
such as questions regarding political philosophy — are questions

regarding God. Political philosophy is theology by another name.

The person is the foundation of the state and the nation, the root of the
tree of life. The person’s freedom and sovereignty define the
stewardship responsibilities of the state and the nation. Next after the
person in the order of importance on the tree of life is the family as
traditionally, which is to say rightly, understood. The family’s freedom and
sovereignty define the stewardship responsibilities of the state and the
nation. Next after the family in the order of importance on the tree of l