Religion

Five: Plllara of lslam
The practice of lalam Iz based upon five plllars:
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and
Cultural Awareness
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Fulth: Prayer: AlmofThartty:  Foobing: Romedan- Fllgrimage=
_____________________ Allah o the Pray fiwe Angiofance o manth af feoEng o Mecca In
o= tru= God. e n dwy. the n==dy. from ounriosioouno=t Saudl Arabla.

| [ietamic fisg Meanings SN wucims onen fly colored flags

1o obseme warlous hl:l"l:lﬂ.'g'-ﬂ ar
daies of perecnal slgnificance.
Each color cames a apecific
I'HE-HI'I"'IE. Gresn lg the color of
lzlam and |e particutarty
mesningful o the Shia. ;

Pratamic rengove erme.
§ KORAN: Iztamic Holy Book, given by Allah to the Prophet Mohammad.,

} MOSQUE: Muslim howse of worship.,

¥ SUMMNI and SHIA: Two main branches of lsiam.

§ SHIA: Form meajority of Musiimsa In iraq, but lees than 10% giobally.

I SUNMNI: Call thelr rellglows leaders Imams, but o Shia, the Imam
I2 8 supreme religlows leader deecended from Mohammad.

I SHARLA: Muwslim k.
I FATWA: An order from a Muslim redlglows leader.

1 ¥WAaHABBI=: Puritanical Muglime from the Hanball a:chool of Sunmnl |elsm.
Hewar shave thelr beards.

I MADRASSAH: Islamic educational system.
BT A-2630-IR 0-00s-0d I MULLAH: Locsl religlous leader.

Instructions

Cultural Intelligence 1

i learn operationally significant aspacta
Mﬁmhﬂm e Arabe: 18.5 Million

Important information on customs, gestures, Descended from nomadic B2douln tribes.
clothing, and holidays. Ul Culture clogaly Inferiwined with kzlam.
5% Enla Muzlim / 35% Sunnl Mueslim.
Reference guidse to religious identity, social atructure, ~ Ol Mot are memberg of one of Ireg's 150 tribes.
and cultural hizstory.

; Visual Language Survival Guide :

Graphica allow inetant two-way communication

Kurds:5 Million

Ethindcally distinet from Arabg, Turke, and Perzlans (ranlangl.

without languags training. ' “Kurd” orginally used tc dencée non-Arad nomads.
T i THHE i ; . 8% Spesk Kurdizh, 8 language diztinct from Arablc end Turkl=h; glmiler 1o Persian
Languags sactions contain mizsion-relevant lragi Arabic. " ® Most are Sunni Musiim. Suf orgers are prevalent and influential

Speak a phrass or point to it.

Responss iz communicated through pictures. ’ RE Azoyrians/Chaldsans: 800,000

Clalm 12 be helrz 1o the ancient clvilizatlong of Mesopoiamia.
Chrigtlans.
Live In urban ar=ag and throughout narthern Ireq. | Ethno-Asligious Grou

- im Irag

H MCIA
Commanding OMicar, Marine Corpa intelligence Activity,
3300 Russall Acad, Sulfle 250, Quantico, VA 22134-5011
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Turkoman: 300,000 LEunnl

KURD

Opa Officer:
COM: T03.784.6148 DSN: 278.6148
FAX: T03.784.2028

Ethndcally related to Turks and Azerlz.

B4% are Sunni Muslime and 33% Shia Musiims.

Frimary language |s Turklzh. Most are slso
Publizhed February 2004 i fluant Ini Arabhic.

T T e ae o B = Mostlive In Irag's northern cities.

o

Do This

In General

Shake handz gently in grasting and departurs,
bart always with your right hand.

Asspond to & woman's gresting only when she
imitiates the contact. Allow har to shaks hands using
only her fingartips.

Rafar to the antire family when making inquirisa, wall
wizhae, or blessings.

Bs patient; the Iraqi approach to tims iz elow and
redanad.

In Ireqi Homes

Try all food offered to you, sven if in emall portions.
Fieal free to ask about the cuizins or its preparation.

Appear relaxed and friendly; social intsraction is
critical in building trust.

Az A Guest

J Ba gracious; do not appear anxious to kbave.

Offer profues thanks to host and wish hiz family
wall

Arrive on time for mestings, but expect casual
converzation and a gradual approach to a businesa
dizcussion.

Ceon't we=e your keft hand for contact with others, eating,
or gesbures. It k2 consldened unclean.

Don't show women atiention by addressing. touching, of
giaring at them. Don't ask males direct queaiions about

Temake relathveg.

Don't withdraw i @ man greels you with & hug and & kiss.
Thiz lg & common greeting among friends.

Don't point with & finger; 1 12 & sign of contempt. Inatead,
point with your entire hand.

Don't azk & 2ingle opinion on an lesus, &3 Iragle often first
reply with the anawer thay think you went to haar, rather than
an honest responee.

x Don't slowch, Iean, or appear dizinteregied when conversing

‘with iragl men. Do not expose the solee of feet or ehoes.

X Don't back away from an iragl during conseraation,

Clzze peraonal Imerestion e customary and disience
I& conaldered nude.

X Con't offer & Muellm food or drink or consume elther publichy

during Ramadan. Meser offer 8 Musiim alcohol or pork.

X Don't engage In refigious dscussions.

X Don't maks the "OK™ or "thumbs up” signe:

they are coneldered ob=cens.

Con't pratee an Ireql's possessions 100 much. He may glve
them o you and expect something of equal wales In return.

I onor ana sname A

Admibing 1 Dont Know® kz ehamedul for an Iragl.

Conetrucilve criiclem can b2 taken &2 an Insull.

Women will often wear head ecarves ag a8 show of

razpecd, even If wearlng Westem ciothing. Women
are rarely without & male relative or friend for

Familly :
Familly = the center of honaor. Ioyalty, and reputation.

Men are alwaye the head of the family. Mo direct atiention
ghould b2 given to temale relatives.

'Pemumlspu:e
Iraqlz do not share an Amencen concept of ‘personal space’
In public sfuatizng, and In private meetinge o converzation.
It iz coneidersd offensive 1o Step of lean sway from
& Iragl.

Women are an exception 1o this rule Sne
ghould not 2tand close bo, Slare at, or iouch 8 women.

socimzaton e st

When conducting buziness, it = customary to firet zhake he
hand of all males present. 1aking care to grip nefther too

Armiy nor too meekly.

Allocate plenty of ime for refreshments befors attempting o
engage an Iraql In buginess converestion. it ks Important to
firzt extabllzh respect and trust.
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Araba :
¥ Araba view Kurda an oeparatiohs within Irag and are wary of their
dsaire $ar guboraomy.

B Arabo view e ChrioBan Aocyrianc and Chalideano o lragio,
bt reoent inlamic sxbremilom hao oparksd ocomes hootliRy fowando them.

¥ Araba look down upon the Turkoman becauns they generaily view
Terklo Culbors &0 |nferor.

B Arabo view Inenlan Perolano negatively e f=ar the hicborically oirong
poiitical and CaBlural influencs of Pendn.
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Haz not made the From a coumtry with
hall. or pligrimage to | Presigental rule (Le.
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FEMALE DRESS

Arab Dreas

has made the haj].

& shawl or head scar.

% & full head covering, end

|'|"|'E'2|2ETI'I Direas

From a ﬂl:ll.l1|r!||' with &
manarch iLe. Saudia
Arabla or Jordan) and
haa made the haj].

Arab women often wear Western dreas with

Dewout or coneervallve women wear & he|ab,

&n abaya, & body

cowering made of dark colors.

| Weselern drese 2 common In urban areag, bul
| tradiflonal dress I a1l prevalent In rural irag.
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GESTURES

= Raghit Filght

Lo heand hand, palm
over i | up. fingers
hezart = +-|| touching,
8 slgn of mesns io
reapact 0w down
o ar be
thanks. pabiant

Shia and Sunni Arab w |
B Tenoion =xioin betwesn Shin &nd Sunnl Arabo ower BOCEG0 Bo poitical

nd ECOnDmIC pOWer.

B Surmio Hame Shis for undermining the my@hical untty of llam end
they view them ao koo loyal to reg.

B Shia blewe Sunnka far manginellzing the Shie major&y ano recent
‘Surnl attemphbo to geecHon thelr ioyaity 1o Inag.

: Kurds E
B Kurdo ore openly Rootle towerd Iragl Arabo and cesk 50 sooesrt

their podltical and cuRural Indepencenos.
i Krtio are divtnectiul of B Terkomen, oo they Bave competing clalso over Kl
B Kurdo do not Infernct mascs wih Acoyriana &nd Chaldeana.

.:,ﬂ Assyrians

B dcoyrano siperenced perosouiion by both Kurdo and Arabo.

B Acogriano repognize thelr minceity cistuo ao s religioes and =thaic growp.

B Acoyriann beleve they howve much In commaon with the Chaldeano,
Including =t~mibc and Chrdoban religloun herbage.

M [P Chaldeans

B Chelgeana refoinsd the Cabsolic Chunch In e 188h o=ntury
w7d do not belieye that they ares cimiler to ooy e,

B Ag o reflgioun end efnic minoeity, the Cheldeano dicfruck
[poth Kurd ol and Ansl Inf=niiono.

¥ They have pence?ul reintlona with Terkoman.

E Turkoman

B Torkoman view themosives an o manginolizesd repreoossd minority amd
ok gremi=r Influeno= s reg.

B Terkoman fear Kunds, and thers hoo Been e long hiotany of
oonfiict beefween e two grompo.

B Tarkoman ldenfiy clooedy wikth Turkey and fhe Cioman perod of rogl hiofane

Lavals of Imporiance

Chulkck

CLANS are extended families that trace thedr Eneage

to one patriarchal figure.

TRIEES usually consist of several clans, all of which clalm a common
ancestor. Trimee medigie conflict and digiribuie economis Qoods.
Tribes cullhvate values, such as loyalty, bravery, and ghame. These

are central to Arab keniiy.

PaMN-ARABESM emphaglzes solldarity betwesn Arabe across

national borders.



